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Aims and Ethos

At All Saints CE Primary School & Nursery it is our aim to raise standards by promoting a school ethos that
is underpinned by core Christian values. Our Christian values support all areas of learning and can
contribute to pupils’ motivation to learn. It is recognised that this will be most successful when the values
and attitudes promoted by the staff provide a model of behaviour for the children. All our policies and
decision making are formed through the lenses of these Christian values to ensure that our school lives
them out in all aspects of its collective life.

All Pupils — Collection from School

Pupils will only be handed over to named adults or older siblings who are listed on their School Data form
(updated annually), and provided they are 14 years old or above (in line with Hertfordshire LA
recommendations).

Pupils will not be handed over to other adults unless the school has been informed by the parent that they
have made this arrangement. We also ask that you keep us informed of any changes in collection
arrangements.

If someone turns up to collect your child and we have not been notified, they will be asked to wait until we
have verified his or her identity. They may also be asked to provide photo ID if we have not met the person
before (such as a neighbour/relative who does not have a child attending our school).

All Pupils — Late Collection or Non-Collection from school
Unless a child has permission to walk home from school alone (see below), if they are not collected on time
at the end of the school day, they will be kept in school safely and their parents/carers contacted.

If the child is not collected within 45 minutes and we have not established contact with their parents/carers,
we have a duty of care to follow our Child Protection procedures. This includes contacting the Police and
making a referral to Children’s Services (in line with local arrangements for safeguarding children).

Walking Home From School Alone

Legislation and Guidance

We recognise that for many children, walking home from school is an opportunity to develop their
independence and can be seen as a rite of passage. There are benefits to enabling children to do this, not
least the opportunity for physical exercise and taking responsibility.

However, parents/carers must consider the child’s maturity, sense of direction and importantly their sense
of safety before making the decision to allow their child to walk home alone.

There are no laws around age or distance of walking to school. A families' guide to the law states:
“There is no law prohibiting children from being out on their own at any age. It is a matter of
judgement for parents to decide when children can play out on their own, walk to the shops or
school.”
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Parents are legally obliged to ensure their children get to school and attend regularly, but this does not
disallow independent travel.

The NSPCC recommends that children are not left at home alone between the ages of 0-12, and that they
are usually too young to walk home from school alone without adult supervision. However, we recognise
that children have different levels of maturity/confidence/awareness, and therefore it may be appropriate to
enable some older children in this age bracket to walk home alone under certain circumstances, with
parental consent.

In addition, as a school we have a duty of care for the safety and well-being of the children in our school
and therefore this policy is to help advise parents/carers in the decisions they make for their children in
relation to safety to and from school. We also have an obligation to alert relevant authorities should we
believe a child’s welfare is at risk.

Pupils in Foundation Stage (Nursery & Reception), KS1 (Y1 & Y2), and LKS2 (Y3 & Y4)

Our agreed school policy is that pupils in Foundation Stage or Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 should NOT walk to or
from school on their own or be left on their own on the school premises either before or after school. This
includes if they are attending an after-school club/activity.

Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6

For pupils in Year 5 and Year 6, we believe that if children live within walking distance to school and can
walk a safe route, then you as parents need to decide whether your child is ready for the responsibility of
walking to and from school alone. The next section may help you make this decision.

If a child in Year 5 or Year 6 is attending an after-school club/activity, they can also walk home alone when
the club has finished, with permission.

Making a decision

In deciding whether your child is ready to walk to school you should assess any risks associated with the
route to school and assess your child’s confidence. There are many ways you can prepare your child to
make an independent journey. One way is to follow them a few times on their journey, so you know how
safe and sensible they are.

When deciding whether your child is ready for the responsibility of walking to and/or from home you might
want to consider the following:
1. Do you trust them to walk straight to school or straight home, using the agreed safe route?
Are there roads to cross on the route and how busy/safe are those roads?
Do you trust them to behave sensibly when with a friend or group of friends?
Are they road safety aware?
Would they know what to do if a stranger approaches them?
Would they know what to do if they needed help?
Do they understand about keeping themselves safe and not to make any dangerous choices, either
by themselves or with a group of friends?

No gk owd

What to do
If you decide that your child is ready for this responsibility, please complete the permission form in
Appendix 1 and return it to the school office.

Review and monitoring

The Headteacher will review and monitor this policy regularly, with a full review at least every three years.
Any updates will be in line with relevant safeguarding guidance from the Local Authority or national policies
and reflect the local context of our school.
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Appendix 1: Permission to Walk Home Alone Form

All Saints CE Primary School & Nursery
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Headteacher: Mr Phl|lp Asher, BMus(Hons), PGCE, ARCO, NPQSL, MCCT

Permission to walk to and/or from school alone

Child’s name Year group: O Year 5
O Year 6

Please answer the following questions:

The route to school is within safe walking distance yes/ no

When walking home, a responsible person will be waiting at home to supervise them yes/ no

Please tick relevant boxes

O | have read and understood this policy on safeguarding my child walking to school and home from

school.

O | fully understand that it is my responsibility to ensure my child gets to and from school safely
including getting to school on time. If circumstances change then | will communicate this with
school.

O | fully understand that if they are at an after-school club/activity, they may walk home using the

same agreed route as usual.

Signed Date

Print Name: Relationship to child:

Please return this form to the School Office, thank you.
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